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Restriction is required under 35 U.S.C. 121 and 372. 

This application contains the following inventions or groups of inventions which are not 
so linked as to form a single general inventive concept under PCT Rule 13.1. 

Group I, claims 1-32, 36 and 37 drawn to a method for removing metal cations from a 
liquid with a chelating ion exchange resin formed from a polyazacycloalkane grafted on a solid 
support; and 

Group II, claims 33-35, drawn to an installation comprising a column filled with a 
chelating ion exchange resin formed from a polyazacycloalkane grafted on a solid support. 

The inventions listed as Groups I and II do not relate to a single general inventive concept 
under PCT Rule 13.1 because, under PCT Rule 13.2, they lack the same or corresponding special 
technical features for the following reasons: The special technical feature linking the two groups, 
as evidenced by independent claims 1 and 33, is a chelating ion exchange resin formed from 
polyazacycloalkane grafted on a solid support; which special technical feature is anticipated by 
WO 96/1 1056 (see the title; the abstract; and page 1, line 1 1 of the written description). 
Accordingly, since the special technical feature linking the two groups does not define a 
contribution over the prior art, unity of invention is lacking and restriction is appropriate. 

A telephone call was made to Mr. Corwin Umbach on February 27, 2004 to request an 
oral election to the above restriction requirement, but did not result in an election being made; 
instead, Mr. Umbach requested a written requirement. 

In accordance with 37 CFR 1.499, Applicant is required, in reply to this action, to elect a 
single invention to which the claims must be restricted. 
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Applicant is advised that the reply to this requirement to be complete must include an 
election of the invention to be examined even though the requirement be traversed (37 CFR 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to I. Cintins whose telephone number is (571) 272-1 155. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday from 8:30 AM to 5:00 PM. If 
attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, Mr. 
Blaine Copenheaver, can be reached at (571) 272-1 156. 

The centralized facsimile number for the USPTO is (703) 872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private 
PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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